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11. Okehampton Second Railway Station – To consider correspondence from Cllr Andrea 

Davis, DCC Cabinet Member for Climate Change, Environment and Transport and 
resolve to consider submitting a name for the new station for consideration. 

 
The following has been received following a request for clarification about the name of the new 
station: 
 

Contrary to speculation the name of the second Okehampton station has not been confirmed 
yet. Devon County Council, GWR and Network Rail are in discussions about a potential name 
which allows the rail industry to maximise the proposed business case submitted to the 
Department of Transport, taking into account he location and the facilities it offers. We are not 
rushing this decision, there is still plenty of time before the station is due to open. It is vital that 
we carefully consider how we can attract new passengers to the station, to grow the Dartmoor 
line even further and continue to celebrate its success since opening. 

 
 
12. Consultations  

12.1  DCC On-Street Parking Charges Consultation – To note the response submitted 
by the Clerk and consider any further action to be taken including the possibility 
of further collaborative working with the other affected town/parish councils 

 
 
Okehampton Town Council strongly objects to the proposals to implement pay and display charging 

for on-street parking in Okehampton on the following grounds having taken into account the views of 

its residents: 

a) A consultation undertaken by Okehampton Town Council in relation to DCC’s original proposal 
clearly indicated that Okehampton residents, traders and visitors did not support such a 
scheme with 97% of the 1,826 who completed the survey voting against. 
 

b) The scheme would enable parking in the streets for 2 hours instead of 1 as existing.  
1 hour free followed by a further paid for hour of parking will reduce turnover of spaces, not 

increase them.  Clearly contradicting one of DCC’s reasons for the proposal which is to 

increase the turnover of spaces. 

 

c) The streets included within the scheme are predominantly residential, not commercial, or 
directly in the centre of the town. 
Homeowners in the predominantly residential streets affected could be affected by reduced 

desirability and market value of their properties, thereby discriminating against these residents. 

 

d) Residents are concerned the provision of parking meters will highlight there is parking 
available in these residential streets.  This will impact these residents by way of an increase in 
vehicle movement - directly contracting DCC’s aims which its states are to improve the safety 
of pedestrians and cyclists and reduce air pollution,  
 



• additional vehicles will increase risks to pedestrians and cyclists 

• more vehicles parking directly adjacent to dwellings whose windows and doors are 
generally just a pavement width from the parking spaces will increase air pollution and risk 
to the health and wellbeing of these residents. 

 

e) There are often parking spaces available in the roads included in the proposal indicating there 
is not an issue with vehicle turnover.   
No evidence that congestion in Okehampton is due to lack of on-street parking in these or any 

other streets has been provided by DCC. 

 

f) Tickets will need to be obtained from a machine for the free period of parking as well as the 
paid additional hour, if required.  Potentially making parking for a short time more difficult for 
those with disabilities (non-blue badge holders), elderly or with young children.   

 

g) Some pavements are not wide enough to accommodate parking machines, in these locations 
people parking will have to walk a distance to a machine to obtain a ticket.  This could 
discriminate against persons with disabilities. 

 

h) Parking restrictions will apply on bank holidays. 
 

i) Options to pay by both cash and card should be provided.  Okehampton has a predominantly 
elderly population of residents who do not use smart phones. 

 

j) There is no evidence provided by DCC that the scheme will reduce congestion, pollution and 
increase air quality as stated: 

• Parking machines are powered by electricity – increasing DCC’s carbon footprint, 

• Parking tickets will increase paper usage and potentially litter from the tickets – increasing 
DCC’s carbon footprint, 

• Increase in parking time from 1 hour to 2 will increase congestion and reduce turnover of 
spaces. 

• No evidence that implementation of on-street charging will increase vehicle turnover, 
footfall, benefit shops and the economy has been provided by DCC.   

• No economic impact assessment has been carried out by DCC who when asked for 
evidence said the council needed to take the officers opinion that it will. 

• There is no evidence of poor air quality in the streets included in the scheme. 
 

k) No complaints about on-street parking have been received by Okehampton Town Council and 
DCC have not provided evidence of any received. 

 

l) Okehampton is on a DCC list as being 1 of the 8 most deprived towns in Devon, and the Town 
Council is working with DCC and other stakeholders on a regeneration strategy.  On the other 
hand, Okehampton is seen by DCC to be thriving and in need of on-street charging for 
parking, a scheme which contracts the regeneration work in progress. 

 

m) A cost analysis of the impact of installation and maintenance cost on DCC’s budget against 
expected income from the charging has not been provided.   

 

The cost is believed to be in the region of £250,000 for the 8 towns on the list and could be 

better spent.   

 

n) Implementation of pay and display parking will enable DCC future opportunities including: 

• Future expansion of the scheme to other areas of the town 
 



• Changes to parking times and charges 
 

There is no guarantee how long it will be before fees are increased and times reduced 

to meet an earlier scheme of 30 minutes free followed by the opportunity to pay for a 

further 30 minutes at greater cost. 

 

o) The proposals will push parking further out into other residential streets causing additional 
problems in these areas. 

 

p) DCC have failed to properly consult with the town/parish councils, listen to their views or 
provide evidence requested: 

• Refused to delay the consultation, as requested by a number of the affected town/ 
parish councils, until January so that it did not coincide with the Christmas and New 
Year period with no reasons or explanation having been given. 

• Failed to acknowledge the views of the 97% of Okehampton residents, traders and 
visitors through a survey undertaken by Okehampton Town Council 

• DCC consider the government to be imposing on their rights to charge for disposal of 
some kinds of waste at recycling centres – yet are doing just this to the towns affected 
by the implementation of pay and display parking proposals. 

• No evidence has been provided as requested by the town/parish councils with the 
exception of PCN figures. 

 
 
 

12.2 West Devon Borough Council Corporate Strategy Consultation – To note the 
response submitted 

 
West Devon Borough Council Corporate Strategy Consultation Response (January 2024) 
 

1. Did you find the strategy easy to read and understand?     Yes 

 

2. Does the strategy reflect the West Devon you live or work in and the challenges it faces? 

No 

 

3. Overall, do you feel that the ambitions, aims and actions set out in the strategy address 

those challenges suitably?    No 

 

4. If there are any particular areas that you feel we haven’t got right, please let us know why. 

 

Okehampton Town Council feels that the strategy is an overview document of WDBC’s 

priorities but that it needs to be evidenced with more detail, although it is understood that 

there may or will be associated documents that will do this in relation to each identified 

priority. 

 

The Council does not feel that the strategy adequately addresses all of the particular 

problems experienced at this time, both in Okehampton and across West Devon, particularly 

in relation to the economy and employment. 

 

With regards to the economy and employment, more could be done to promote 

Okehampton/West Devon as a location for businesses to relocate to, especially with the 

good rail and road links now available in Okehampton, and the planned West Devon 

Transport Hub.  Development of home-grown businesses could also be encouraged with 

help provided for those who wish to improve their skills and/or set up their own businesses.  

This would help to enable the economic sustainability of the area as a whole. 



Page No Comments 

3 Reference to the 'agriculture’ community should be more specific to 
reflect different farming patterns  

4 The eight key priorities diagram should be proportionate the Council 
spending on each element. 

6 Reference is made to address the 'broken housing market'.  How?  Isn't 
the market driven approach the problem? 

6 No mention is made of the need to retain Okehampton Hospital and its 
beds.  The Hospital is an important issue in the community. 

6 The launch of a new website does little to help older persons or the 
disabled. 

9 Welcome the plan for Wildlife Wardens' 

11 Parking 'enforcement’ strategy needed in Okehampton, not parking 
meters!  

11 Okehampton transport hub is no the name for the new station which it 
is understood is yet to be agreed.  

12 The paper needs to show the house price / income ratio.  This would 
enable people to compare wages with affordability or lack off!  

13  Need to urgently implement the 200% Council tax for second homes. 

16 Agree road surfaces are a priority. 

18 Replace the old picture of the railway with the modern 158 units.  

19  The transport hub should NOT be called 'Okehampton’ but West Devon 
& North Cornwall which is the actual area served.   
The new station should be called Okehampton Parkway, which is 
what it is! 

 

5. What do you think should be most important for West Devon? (select 1 or more) 

• Good digital connections 

• A skilled workforce 

• Flourishing open spaces 

• Truly affordable homes 

• Well paid jobs 

• Doing all that we can to tackle climate change and biodiversity loss 

• Delivering good quality council services 

• A place where everyone feels a sense of belonging 

• Access to sport and leisure facilities 

• The borough as a leading location for visitors, workers and residents 

• Support local businesses 

 

6. Finally, do you have any further comments you would like to make about our draft strategy? 

Q5, the selection made by the Council does not mean that they feel the other items are less 

important but they should be priorities. 

 
 
12.3 Peninsula Transport Draft Transport Strategy Consultation – To consider a 

response to the consultation which closes on 5th February 2024 
 
 
The consultation strategy and supporting information can be found via this link Peninsula Transport 
Strategy: consultation | Peninsula Transport 
 
Should you wish to respond as an individual the survey https://plymouth-
consult.objective.co.uk/public/transport/peninsula_transport_strategy  
 

https://www.peninsulatransport.org.uk/peninsula-transport-strategy-consultation/
https://www.peninsulatransport.org.uk/peninsula-transport-strategy-consultation/
https://plymouth-consult.objective.co.uk/public/transport/peninsula_transport_strategy
https://plymouth-consult.objective.co.uk/public/transport/peninsula_transport_strategy


 
 



 

 



15. Postal Service – To note correspondence received from the Royal Mail in 
response to concerns raised about postal delivery delays  

 

 
 
 
 
 



19. Interim Internal Audit – To note that no items of non-compliance have been raised and to 
consider recommendations made 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


