Okehampton Town Council
Full Council 25" March 2024
Meeting Report

Date: 4% March 2024

Name: Emma James

11. Consultations
11.2 Dartmoor Multi-Academy Trust — To consider a response to a proposal to
establish a Resource Base at Okehampton Primary School. Consultation
closes on 29" April 2024

Dartmoor Multi Academy Trust is consulting on a proposal to establish from September 2024 a
resource base for up to eight learners with Social, Emotional and Mental Health needs at
Okehampton Primary School.

Increasing resource base provision is part of a county-wide strategy by Devon County Council
in response to the demand for increased special educational needs provision and to enhance
the inclusive capacity of mainstream schools.

The proposed resource base at Okehampton Primary School would support children and young
people with a primary need of social, emotional and mental health needs with an Education
and Health Care Plan.

For further information on the proposal, please see: Proposal to establish a Resource Base at
Okehampton Primary School - Have Your Say (devon.gov.uk)

The consultation is taking place from 15th March to 29th April 2024.

Responding to the consultation

Comments can be made to Dartmoor Multi Academy Trust either by:

Email: resourcebaseconsultation@dmatschools.org.uk

By post to: Wardhayes, Simmonds way, Okehampton, EX20 1PU
Please note that all responses must be received by 29th April 2024

All responses to the consultation will be considered and will be shared with the school’s
leadership team, board of directors and trustees. Responses will also be shared with Devon
County Council and the regional director’s office at the DfE, but we will not send individual
responses to any specific points made.

Devon County Council’s Privacy Notice:
www.devon.gov.uk/privacy/privacy-notices/privacy-notice-for-representations-to-school-
organisation-statutory-consultations/



https://www.devon.gov.uk/haveyoursay/consultations/proposal-to-establish-a-resource-base-at-okehampton-primary-school/
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13. All Saints Church — To consider correspondence in relation to the access way

The Road to the Cemetery

The situation.

The road to the cemetery from the entrance to the church grounds is
classified by the County Council as a Bridleway and so is not assumed to
need a tarmac surface. However, this, in actuality, is a public road as its most
frequent users are members of the public going to the municipal cemetery to
lay flowers on graves. It is also used by the funeral providers, the church
congregations and those attending weddings, funerals, baptisms and events
specially laid on by the church. It is also used by some private householders.
Its frequent use means that the old tarmac surface (provided by the County
Council in the 1990s according to memory but not recorded by them) is
broken up and now has deep potholes.

Becent history

In 2022, after a lot of negotiation, combined action by the Church, the Town
Council and the County Council Roads department, the CC provided a
scoop load of tarmac and the church and the Town Council arranged and
paid for it to be used to cover the worst of the then potholes. This was a
temporary and inadequate provision.

Now.

That tarmac has mostly held but new deep potholes again make it a rough
road for all; especially disturbing for the hearses and funeral cars.

Question
The total cost with VAT of tarmacing and providing proper drainage was

quoted in 2022 as about £16,000. To do the job properly as far as the west
gateway to the church, must be assumed now to cost nearer £20,000. How
can we raise that money?

The Church'’s responsibilty? The land the track is on is assumed to have
once belonged to the church but it is not now so established as it leads to
both public and private facilitiess. As all are involved, it would be fair to argue
that all must share the cost of repair. | am therefore copying this document to
the following:-

The Parochial Church Council

The County Councillor for the area (Lois Samuel)

The Roads department of the County Council

The Town Clerk for the Town Council

The Okehampton United Charity

Alberrys, the local funeral provider

The local representative of the District Council (Tony Leech)

The private users.

| trust that all those involved will acknowledge the need for combined action.



15.

Simmons Park Putting Improvements — To consider a proposal from Cllr Marsh:

The Skills and Sports Trust are offering to construct the new proposed Adventure Golf area
in Simmons Park. They would like to work in partnership with the Town Council to provide
Okehampton with an exciting new facility in the Park.

They will design the landscaping plans, shape and landscape the area. This will include
drainage and trunking for electric cable (should the area need electric in the future) The area
will need to be secured with a fence about a metre (approx.) high from the gate into the
Cricket Field across to the existing hedge. This will also protect the entrance to Parklands,
where people could be sitting.

The thought was to involve the community in this project in a number of ways. For example
asking for sponsorship for a hole and asking community groups to suggest local landmarks
for challenging each hole. The reward would be their name on the hole and maybe free
putting for a year! This is just the start of taking this project forward, details of planting,
materials etc., will follow. The basic ground work weather permitting will start in August.

The council will apply for 106 funding to help cover some of the costs, there is already £14k
ringfenced in the Councils budget. The bulk of this project will be paid for by The Skills and
Sports Trust, | am asking for the council to agree in principle subject to funding and detailed
designs. | am further asking for delegated power for the Park Committee and clerk in
finalising the final designs for the 18 holes.

I will of course keep the council updated throughout the whole process.

18.

Interim Internal Audit — To note action taken in relation to observations raised

Audit Test Observation Recommendation Priority Comments
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