Okehampton Town Council
Full Council Meeting 24" April 2023
Meeting Report

Date: W 17t April 2023

Name: | Emma James
|

10. Dartmoor National Park Authority - Nomination of Parish Members to DNPA
Authority — to consider resolving to agree a nomination

Existing Parish Members of the DNPA cease to hold office following the elections on 4" May
2023. Nominations are being sought for Members to fill these places.

Members must be Parish Councillors, the Chairperson of Parish Meetings where there is no
Parish Council, from parishes which are wholly or partly in the National Park. Nominations
can only be made by a Parish Council or Meeting.

Nominations must be returned by 11" May.

12. Correspondence - To consider correspondence from a member of the public in
relation to Dartmoor Multi Academy Trust's restructure proposals

Dear Town Council,

| am writing following some most concerning news involving Okehampton primary school
and redundancies. Both of my children attend the school and | am already aware of the large
class sizes (35-38) pupils to one teacher. The Dartmoor Multi Academy trust has just
announced job cuts which could see two thirds of the staff reduced in this school. This is an
utterly absurd proposal in times where parents are struggling to provide for their families and
schools are more heavily relied on than ever.

| cannot begin to conceive how the Dartmoor Multi Academy Trust believes that this is in the
best interests of any community or the children that they are obligated to serve. The
Executive Team for the trust are getting paid between circa £100K-£200K a year. You know
as well as | that these are not wages you relate to any occupation across Dartmoor. This is
unjust, corrupt and verging on an abuse of the governing system at the detriment of the
children.

| am aware that there is outrage across social media and | would like this matter to be

discussed on the agenda of the next town council meeting. Preferably culminating in a
statement by the town council being released on the matter.

15. Asset Register — To resolve to approve the asset register as of 31%! March 2023
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17. Neighbourhood Plan — To consider correspondence from the Senior Strategic
Planning Officer, SHDC/WDBC, and the Neighbourhood Plan Group Chairman

Dear XXXXXXXXXXXX

As | think you know, XXXXXXXXXX contract with SHDC/WDBC has now finished. As from April | am
taking on the neighbourhood planning role for the foreseeable future.

I understand that XXXXXXXX has had several discussions and e-mail exchanges with you over recent
weeks, particularly regarding the submission of the neighbourhood plan documents. | am sure that
XXXXXXXXX would have told you that at this stage of the plan-making process WDBC's role is to
provide advice and assistance.

Thank you for sending the proposed neighbourhood plan document on behalf of Okehampton Town
Council and Okehampton Hamlets Parish Council. You have also sent a Statement of Community
Consultation.

Having reviewed the submitted documents my comments and advice are as follows. This is largely
based on the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012. Regulation 15 stipulates that:

(1) Where a qualifying body submits a plan proposal to the local planning authority, it must include—

(a) @ map or statement which identifies the area to which the proposed neighbourhood development

plan relates;
(b) a consultation statement;
(c) the proposed neighbourhood development plan,; and

(d) a statement explaining how the proposed neighbourhood development plan meets the

requirements of paragraph 8 of Schedule 4B to the 1990 Act.
(2) In this requlation “consultation statement” means a document which—

(a) contains details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed

neighbourhood development plan;
(b) explains how they were consulted;
(c) summarises the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; and

(d) describes how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where relevant, addressed in

the proposed neighbourhood development plan.

Comments (ref. above):

1 (a) - A separate map has not been provided. Please send one, or alternatively we can supply a
copy.

1 (b) - The submitted ‘Statement of Community Consultation’ does not summarise the main issues
raised by consultees and how these have been addressed. Neither does the statement detail the
people and bodies who were consulted, and while there is some text of how consultation was
undertaken, it does not set this out in detail. As such, where there are elements of the draft



neighbourhood plan that might be contentious at the Examination, the Consultation Statement is
unlikely to provide evidence to the Examiner of how those elements were consulted upon and how
any representations were taken into account and how they informed any revisions to the plan. In my
opinion the Consultation Statement in its current form does not meet the requirements 2 (a) (b) (c)
and (d) above. Please also bear in mind that for the next stage (Reg. 16 consultation) WDBC has to
consult all of the bodies and individuals who were consulted and made comments at the previous
(Reg. 14) stage — which we cannot do if they are not stipulated in the statement. If the documents
are deficient so that WDBC is not able to notify all consultees or provide the Examiner with all of the
Regulation 15(1) documents, the qualifying body is running the risk that following the Regulation 16
consultation either the Examiner or WDBC will decide that the Basic Conditions have not been met.

1 (c) - The proposed neighbourhood development plan (dated February 2023) has been received.

1 (d) - A Basic Conditions Statement. This should be provided as a separate document. It is currently
presented as ‘Meeting the Basic Conditions’ on p.14 of the plan document. The statement as

currently drafted is deficient in that it does not address fully, if at all, all of the Basic Conditions.

A further significant concern is the lack of a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) screening
report and a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) screening report. | understand that Elliott spoke
to your consultant, AECOM, on Friday 27" March and they said they would further liaise with you on
addressing this issue and would also explore with you if this could be secured through Locality
funding (government funded resource). Please advise how this issue will be addressed. My advice is
that it is better to address this issue now, rather than having to address it later and potentially
having to go back a stage in the process.

| recommend that Okehampton Town Council and Okehampton Hamlets Parish Council, as the
qualifying bodies for the plan, give careful consideration to the above points. | will be happy to
provide any clarification and further advice that you may need.

If the town and parish councils wish to take the above comments and advice on-board and modify
the documents and re-submit them, please do inform us accordingly. However, please note that at
this stage WDBC legally has no say over the NP documents and their content or the power to decline
to accept them.

If the town and parish councils wish to proceed with the plan documents in their current form,
WDBC will publish the documents for public consultation under Regulation 16. This would then be
followed by submission of the plan and any representations made for examination. This is an
important point as it brings into question the veracity of the information currently provided and how
this might be viewed by the examiner.

Please advise on how you wish to proceed. We are here to support you through the process and will
be happy to advise further if required.

Kind regards,



