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Okehampton Town Council 
Full Council Meeting 30th September 2024 

Meeting Report 
 

Date: 
 

23rd September 2024 

Name: 
 

Emma James 

 
 
11.4 Neighbourhood Plan – To consider correspondence from Okehampton Hamlets 

Parish Council advising they are supportive of any future plan, but do not wish 
to be directly involved. 

 
 
At Tuesday’s meeting the Councillors asked that I inform OTC that Okehampton 
Hamlets will support the neighbourhood plan going forward, but they do not wish to be 
directly involved. 
 
Best wishes 
Emily Young 
Okehampton Hamlets Parish Clerk and RFO 

 
 
11.5 Community Governance Boundary Review – To note that a Town Council 

meeting with WDBC has been arranged for 21st October and consider 
correspondence from Okehampton Hamlets Parish Council requesting a joint 
meeting. 

 
At last Tuesday’s Okehampton Hamlets Parish Council meeting, I was asked to 
arrange a meeting with Cllr Vachon, Okehampton Town Council and Okehampton 
Hamlets to talk about the boundary review. 

 
Can you please confirm who the representatives will be from OTC and please send me 
some dates/times so I can arrange a meeting for you all. 

 
The representatives from Okehampton Hamlets will be Cllrs Maria Cooper, Martin 
Littlejohns and Brian Wood. 

 
Thanks. 
 
Best wishes 
Emily Young 
Okehampton Hamlets Parish Clerk and RFO 

 
 
OHPC have been advised of OTCs previous resol that they are happy to hold joint meetings 
once they have had the opportunity to meet individually with WDBC and consider the 
implications internally.  
 
 
11.6 Pulse Smart Hub Presentation – To note that a virtual presentation is taking 

place on 9th October 
 
An invitation to the presentation which is at 2pm on 9th October was sent to Councillors on 
16th September.  Some information about the proposal is as follows: 
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I’m currently in the process of working with various stakeholders across the west 
country in relation to our smart hubs. If you are not familiar with us, you can watch the 
video on our homepage https://pulsesmarthub.co.uk/ for a good introduction.  

  
Pulse Smart Hub is a next-generation communication hub with a wide range of 
functions (including the provision of defibrillators and emergency safety equipment) 
that benefit the local community and local stakeholders. The installation along with all 
functions / features come at no cost to the user or taxpayer, instead it is funded 
through advertising on the screens of the smart hubs.  

  
Since its inception, Pulse has worked closely alongside several key stakeholders 
including public health organisations, BIDs, the Police, Centre Management, Charities 
and Tourism Boards to successfully develop, operate and maintain a network of 18 
Pulse Smart Hubs across Belfast. 

  
I wondered whether you would have some time to speak about your work and see if 
there’s potential for us to work together? It would be a pleasure to tell you more about 
Pulse and to understand more about how we may be able to support you.  

  
There is no charge to the council for the installation of these hubs and all of the 
groundwork, including planning applications, is completed by the company.  They are 
working with councils in the south west, including Newton Abbot where several are 
being installed across the town. 

 
 
This company is currently working with Newton Abbot Town Council with the view of 
installing several hubs across the town. 
 
 
11.7 Okehampton Community Hospital – To consider a response to correspondence 

sent to Wes Streeting, MP, Secretary of State for Health and Social Care 
 
 

Dear Ms James, 
  
Thank you for your correspondence of 6 August on behalf of Okehampton Town 
Council about Okehampton Community Hospital. I have been asked to reply. 
 
I appreciate the concerns you have raised. 
 
Health and care systems and providers should work together to ensure that efforts to 
discharge individuals from hospital into social care are joined up and make best use of 
available resources.  
 
The Hospital discharge and community support guidance can be found at 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/hospital-discharge-and-community-support-
guidance. 
It sets out how NHS bodies and local authorities can plan and deliver hospital 
discharge and recovery services from acute and community hospital settings, that are 
affordable within existing budgets available to NHS commissioners and local 
authorities.  
 
The guidance recognises the importance of family and carers as a support network for 
patients and specifies that NHS bodies and local authorities should ensure that, where 
appropriate, family members are involved in discharge decisions. Ultimately, where a 
patient will be discharged is contingent on the practicality of where the care is 
available, which in some cases are hospitals further away from family members. Being 
able to deliver adequate care placements and community beds is contingent on having 

https://pulsesmarthub.co.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hospital-discharge-and-community-support-guidance
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hospital-discharge-and-community-support-guidance
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capacity in the workforce to do this. The Government is committed to supporting 
providers to deliver better pay, conditions and training to help fill vacancies so care 
providers can better support hospitals to reduce delayed discharges. 
 
I hope this reply is helpful. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
  
Correspondence Officer 
Ministerial Correspondence and Public Enquiries 
Department of Health and Social Care 
 

 
12. Simmons Homes Charity – Following a resignation the Council is requested to 

nominate a Trustee to the Charity for the period of 4 years from the date of 
appointment. 

 
The following additional information has been received from the Charity: 
 

Trustees have recently completed a skills audit; from this it is clear we would benefit 
from someone with some (or all) of the following skills please 

 
1. Understanding of Charity Law - policies and charity management 
2. Understanding of Operations - H & S, facilities, property management, the benefits 

system 
3. Understanding of Finance - investment and auditing 
4. Understanding Governance/leadership – law, planning, safeguarding 

 
Trustees would like it noted that currently 4 of the 7 trustees are also on the local 

councils and wondered if there was any possibility consideration could be given to 
nominating someone who is not a town or hamlet council member. 
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14.2 2023/24 External Audit - To note the Report and Certificate which identifies a 
typographical error on transposition of figures from the 2022/23 Accounting 
Statement to that for the 2023/24 year, this being Box 6 for 2022/23 which should 
read £268,558. 
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14.3 Notice of Conclusion of Audit - To note that the notice was published on 

16th September and resolve that it remain in place until 7th October 2024.   
 

 
15.2 Licensing Application 
 Supply of Alcohol Off the premises Monday to Sunday 0700 - 2200 
 Opening Hours Monday to Sunday 0700 – 2200 
 Snowdon Retail (Fore Street) Limited, 8-9 Fore Street Okehampton 
 Comments by 3 October 2024 
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15.3 WDBC Consultation - Gambling Act 2005 – Consultation of draft Gambling 

Statement of Principles.  Closing date 13 October 2024 
 
 
Gambling Act 2005 – Consultation on draft Gambling Statement of Principles 
  
The Licensing Authority must review its gambling policy, known as the ‘Statement of 
Principles’, every three years. The policy sets out the principles which West Devon Borough 
Council will apply when dealing with applications, enforcing the law and making decisions 
under the Gambling Act 2005 over the next three years. Once approved, the updated policy 
will be in effect from January 2025 to January 2028. 
  
The draft revised policy can be downloaded from the following website: 
  
https://wdgamblingpolicy.commonplace.is/ 
  
The main proposed changes include new sections on ‘safer gambling and social 
responsibility’ and ‘gaming in alcohol licensed premises’, as well as further information on 
what we expect for gaming machines and small society lotteries.  
  
We would welcome any comments you wish to make about the draft policy during our public 
consultation. These can be made by:  
  

• providing feedback on the commonplace website (see above link) 

• emailing licensing@swdevon.gov.uk  

• writing to Licensing, West Devon Borough Council, Kilworthy Park, Drake Road, 
Tavistock, PL19 0BZ 

  
Responses to the consultation must be received no later than 13th October 2024. 
 
 
 

https://wdgamblingpolicy.commonplace.is/
mailto:licensing@swdevon.gov.uk
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15.5 Proposed Development of Phase 4B (Okement Park and Hampton Mill Phase 2), 
Crediton Road, Okehampton – To note correspondence received by the 
developer and the Council’s Developer Engagement Policy 
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Okehampton Town Council 

 

Developer Engagement Policy (Planning) 

 

1. Policy Statement 
This policy sets out how Okehampton Town Council will engage with developers and/or their 

agents, both prior to, and following, the submission of a planning application within the town, 

and informs Councillors and Officers when arranging discussions with developers. 

2. Policy Scope 
The policy applies to all Councillors and Employees.   

This policy also applies to all stages of the planning development cycle including speculative 

queries and during the consultation phase.   

Okehampton Town Council will not offer advice on Planning Policy or provide a formal view 

at such presentations. 

3. Pre-Planning Application Developer Meeting Guidelines 
Individual Councillors may be approached by developers for informal discussion. This must 

be approached with caution and, in all instances, notified to the Clerk.  Councillors must 

make it clear they are not representing Okehampton Town Council at any time except in the 

appropriate meeting, unless expressly authorised to do so. 

The Town Council recognises that pre-application discussions play an important role in major 

planning applications and welcomes the desire of developers to consult both with 

Okehampton Town Council and the wider community.  Okehampton Town Council is also 

aware of the importance of public perception in planning and the need to avoid any 

appearance that Okehampton Town Council is conducting secretive negotiations or is 

colluding with developers.  It is important therefore that such pre-application discussions are 

undertaken appropriately and transparently. 

Okehampton Town Council, where possible, accommodates requests from developers to 

present their pre-application proposals at a meeting of the Planning Committee prior to 

public consultation on the following conditions: 

3.1 Pre-application planning discussions, communications and any comment given by the 
Planning Committee will not bind the Planning Committee to making a particular 
decision.  Any views expressed will be without prejudice and based on the information 
available at the time. 

3.2 Pre-application planning discussions will be held within a meeting of the Planning 
Committee which is open to the public.  A record of meetings with developers/agents 
held on site at their request and with the permission of the landowner, will be made 
and reported to the next meeting of the Planning Committee.   

3.3 On request of a pre-application meeting, developers will be sent a copy of this policy 
and asked to acknowledge receipt and their understanding of its content. 
 

4. Post submission of a Planning Application 
Following the submission of an application, any discussions with developers/agents will be 

held during a Planning Committee Meeting that is open to the public. 
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5. Construction Phase 
There are many issues that can arise during the construction phase, from amendments to 

plans, disputes with neighbours and highways issues.  A Councillor may, on the instruction of 

Council or the Planning Committee, act as a representative to feedback on such issues to 

the Clerk who will act accordingly. 

 

6. Advertising of meetings with developers 
Okehampton Town Council will use the publication of Agendas to notify residents of 

meetings in the normal way.  The agenda will include the publication of the developer/ 

agent’s name and proposal. 

 
15.6 DCC (West Devon HATOC) (Traffic Regulation) Amendment Order 6143 – To 

consider proposals relating to West Bridge Close, Okehampton.  Comments by 
10th October 
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16.1 Mayor Choosing/Annual Council Meeting and Mayoral Awards – To consider 

recommendations from the Policy & Resources Committee 
 
 
Mayoral Awards 

a) The number of awards is limited to a maximum of three p/annum as follows: 

i. 1 nominated by the Okehampton Town Youth Council 

ii. 2 nominated by the Town Council  

 

b) Criteria: 

i. An individual or group/organisation who lives, works, volunteers or operates 

within the town boundary 

ii. Must have demonstrated service to the Okehampton community 

Mayor Choosing/Annual Council Meeting 

The event/meeting is held in the Charter Hall instead of the Council Chamber so that the 

number in attendance can be increased and a number of places can be set aside for town 

residents to attend. 

Guests seated at round tables cabaret style in order to facilitate refreshments following the 

formal events. 

Council will be seated in front of the stage, rather than on it, and the projector behind used to 

show the Council Crest and/or relevant photographs. 

 


