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NEWSLETTER - NOVEMBER 2024

Sign up to receive the newsletters electronically by visiting the Council’s website
Instagram - Okehampton Town Council has joined Instagram — follow us at @okehamptontc

Remembrance Parade and Service

At 11am on Sunday 10" November an act of Remembrance is being held
alongside the Memorial at All Saints Church followed by an indoor service.
There will be a procession from Fore Street to the Church, followed by a
return march to the town centre. In order to facilitate this, there will be a
rolling road closure in place for a short period of time.

Council Update
The current Assistant
Clerk whose role
incorporates that of the
Finance Officer, is
leaving the Council in
early November and
moving to another local
council as their Clerk.

Mrs Ellis who has been
employed by the Town
Council since 2018 will
be missed and is
thanked for her hard
work and diligence
over the last 6 years.

Okehampton Town
Council is now seeking
to recruit a Finance
Officer, Mrs Horn
having been offered
and accepted the
additional
responsibilities of the
Assistant Clerk’s role.

The closing date for
applications is
22" November 2024.
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Okehampton Youth Council

Youth Councillors spent a day at the Town Hall during half-term and
agreed on a Logo for the group, the design having been kindly produced
free of charge by Guy Cracknell Graphic Design Ltd.

They also worked on their social media presence and can now be found
on Facebook and Instaqram please take a look at follow them. A page
- . 1l will also be provided on the Town
Council website in due course.

Hosting of a first aid course for young
people in February half term is being
considered — watch this space.

OKEHAMPTON

For information about how to become a Youth Councillor email

~ youthcouncil@okehampton.gov.uk or call into the Town Council

DWARDIAN VENING
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Carol Service
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The Mayors Carol

Service

will be incorporated into
Edwardian Evening,
following on from the
switch on of the
Christmas lights at 6pm
outside of St James’
Church.

Christmas Parking

in Simmons Park
Will be free Monday to
Friday from 12noon, all
day Saturdays and Bank
Holidays from Monday
2"d December until 15t
January 2025
(inclusive).
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Town Centre Business Grant Initiative - At the beginning of the financial year, the council

put aside unspent funds amounting to £2,896 from the 2023/24 Grant budget to be used this year

for a pilot scheme — a Town Centre Business Grant Initiative. This grant will enable businesses to

apply for funding to spruce up their shop fronts which will improve the overall look of the town

centre.

WDBC have added to this grant pot by providing double the funds, increasing the amount available

within the budget to £8,688.

This funding has to be spent within the next few months, so businesses are encouraged to apply for
funding as soon as possible. Please see the council website for information.
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Okehampton Town Council

Notice of Co-option of Councillor

The Returning Cificer at the office of West Devon Borowgh Council has confirmed
that the Council can now fill the casual vacancy for the
Morth Ward by co-option.

MOTICE is hersby given that pursuant o Rule 3 of the Local Elections {Parishes and
Communiies) Rule 183G the council wall fill the caswel vacancy by co-option.

The couwncil may co-opt any person whio is legally qualifisd to hold swch office, and
who i= willing to serve provided they meet the criteria as ==t out in the Locsl
Govamment Act 1872 and are not for any reason disguslified —
pleass contact the Town Clerk for further details.

FProvided the person also satisfies at least OME of the following they may apphy:

» They are registered as a local government elector for the parish

« They hawe during the whaole of the preceding twalve months occupied as owner
ar tenant, amy land or premises in the parish

» Their principal or only place of work during the precading twelve months has
been in the parish

» They hawe during the whole of the precading tewalee months resided in the
parish or within 4.3 km of it

They must also be 18 years or clder on the day they becorme nominated for election.

Applicants are to contact the Town Council, details below, for information and
the application form which can be downloaded from the website.

The casual vacancy will be filled by co-option at a meeting of the Council at
Tpm on Monday 168™ December 2024.

Closing date for applications is 12noon Friday 6" December 2024.

Emma James
Town Clerk
168" October 2024

01837 53178
townclerk@okehampton.gow. uk




Coming up in November

e Mondays - Mental Health Drop-in Sessions, Charter Hall 10am-1pm
e Tuesdays - Wren Choir, Charter Hall

e Mondays and Wednesdays — Clubbercise, 6pm-8pm Charter Hall

e Thursdays - Ballroom and Latin American Dancing, Charter Hall

2 Okehampton Community Christmas Fundraiser Coffee Morning, Charter Hall
Mayor’s Quiz night, Charter Hall

5" Friendly Circle, Charter Hall

6" Community Wellbeing Fair

ot Rotary Coffee Morning, Charter Hall

10" Remembrance Parade and Service

16" Inner Wheel Coffee Morning, Charter Hall

17t Tapathon, Charter Hall

19t Councillor Surgery, Town Hall, 10am-12noon

239 Mayor’'s Charity Coffee Morning, Charter Hall

30" Hearts and Hedgehogs Coffee Morning, Charter Hall
Abba Tribute Band, Charter Hall

Town Council Meeting Dates

Members of the public are welcome to attend council meetings and have the opportunity to address
the council. Alternatively, meetings are livestreamed through the council Facebook page where
they are available to view.

November

4th Property and Policy & Resources Committees

18" Planning Meeting

25" Full Council

December

2" Policy & Resources, Property and Parks Committee Budget Meetings

ot Parks Committee

16" Full Council

Meeting dates for 2024/25 can be found on the website. Some Planning Committee Meetings have
been scheduled; others will be convened as needed.

Council meetings normally start at 7pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Fore Street.
Occasionally meetings are subject to change, details can be found on the website or noticeboard in
the Victorian Arcade.

Council Office Opening Hours

Due to the staff vacancy and holidays, office opening hours may vary throughout the coming weeks.
If you have a particular need to visit, please consider ringing (01837 53179) to make an
appointment.

Christmas and New Year Opening Hours
The Office in the Town Hall will close at
12noon on Friday 20" December and reopen

Council Employees
From 11t November Council employees will be:

Mrs Emma James, Town Clerk & RFO on Thursday 2" January 2025. During that
townclerk@okehampton.gov.uk time emails and messages will be monitored
Mrs Abi Horn, Assistant Clerk for any urgent matters.
admln@okeh.ampton.qc')v.uk Your Councillors
VACANCY, Finance Officer — Clir Allenton Fisher (Town Mayor)
accounts@okehampton.gov.uk ClIr Richard Colman (Deputy Mayor)
Mr James McGahey, Park-Keeper ClIr Laura Bird ClIr Christine Marsh
parks@okehampton.gov.uk Clir Terry Cummings  Clir Mark Richards
Mr Neil Cleave - Groundsman Clir Frankee Hart VACANCY
Mr Jacob Peek - Apprentice ClIr Carole Holt Clir Bob Tolley
Mr Jonathan Dean - Senior Caretaker CliIr Dr Michael Ireland ClIr Simon Weekes

Mr Paul Tucker - Caretaker ClIr Tony Leech Clir Julie Yelland
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