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Okehampton Town Council

Minutes of an Okehampton Town Council Property Committee meeting held on
Monday 10" November 2025 at 7pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Okehampton

Members Present:

Clir L Bird (Chairman) Clir B Tolley (Chairman, Parks)

Clir T Cummings (Vice-Chairman) Clir J Yelland (Chairman, Policy & Resources)
Clir R Colman

Clir T Leech

Clir M Richards

In Attendance:
Mrs E James (Town Clerk)
Miss R Wills (Facilities Officer)

The meeting was livestreamed through the Council Facebook page.
359. Apologies for Absence

Apologies tendered by Clir McNeill (personal), Clir Holt (illness) and Clir Fisher (personal)
were approved on the proposition of Clir Colman, seconded Clir Richards.

360. Declarations of Interest
None.

361. Public Participation
None.

362. Members’ Questions
None.

363. Minutes
On the proposition of CllIr Colman, seconded Clir Cummings, it was RESOLVED to approve
the minutes of the meeting held on 6™ October 2025 for signing by the Chairman.

364. Facility Hire
364.1 Bookings

A summary of bookings for December 2025, January, February and March 2026 was noted.

364.2 Hire Fees and Charges
On the proposition of Clir Cummings, seconded ClIr Colman, it was RESOLVED to approve
the fees and charges for the 2026/27 financial year.

365. Town Hall

365.1 Historical Items

It was agreed there would initially be a display of historical Mayors at the Annual Council
Meeting/Mayor Choosing event in May 2026. Display to be organised by Clir Bird.
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365.2 Water Taste Test

Samples of filtered and unfiltered water from separate locations was compared by
Councillors who unanimously preferred the filtered water. The filters would therefore
continue to be replaced annually.

366. Charter Hall

366.1 Alcohol Sales

No applications to sell alcohol under the Premises Licence had been approved since the last
meeting of the Committee.

366.2 Fire Audit, Kitchen and other Improvements
It was noted that the grant application had been unsuccessful. There was £8,000 available
from another grant awarded by WDBC towards the work and budgeted funding.

366.3 Accessible Toilet Handrail and Ramp
Both items had been completed.

367. Other Locations

367.1 Public Toilets

a) Cleaning

The lease for the public toilets in Market Street expired in 2028. Invitations to quote for the
cleaning contract for 2026/27 would be sought.

b) Fairplace Baby Changing Unit

One enquiry about the lack of a baby changing unit had been received since its removal over
six months ago because of vandalism. A sign identifying other facilities within the area to be
provided.

368. Fire Compliance
The Annual Fire Audit had been undertaken on 6" November. Work including fire doors and
a review of the fire strategy would be progressed following receipt of the report.

369. Window Replacement and Repair Work
The application for a grant towards consultant and other fees had been unsuccessful.

370. Preferred Providers/Approved Contractors Scheme
On the proposition of Clir Colman, seconded CliIr Yelland, it was RESOLVED to increase the
job limit to £500.

On the proposition of CliIr Yelland, seconded ClIr Colman, it was RESOLVED to approve the
scheme, to be reviewed for efficiency 6 months following commencement. Amendments to
the documentation were required including to an Approved Contractors Scheme
predominantly for local businesses, checking of insurance limit requirements, wording of the
permits to work and fixed rates sections.

371. Finance

371.1 Payment Schedule

The Clerk advised that Tomato Energy had collapsed and OFCOM were working to ensure
continuity of service. On the proposition of Clir Colman, seconded ClIr Yelland, it was
RESOLVED to approve the payment schedule, BACS payments totalling £635.73 inclusive
of VAT.

371.2 2026/27 Budget
Committee budget meetings were being held on 1t December 2025. Councillors to consider
any changes that may be required.
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372. Members Reports and Requests for Agenda Items
372.1 Dartmoor Railway Association
No report.

372.2 Devon Communities Together
Report previously circulated.

372.3 Museum of Dartmoor Life
No update. Trustees were meeting later in the week.

372.4 North Dartmoor Search & Rescue Team
ClIr Colman had attended a meeting the previous week and on 2" December would be
volunteering as a ‘casualty’ on Dartmoor.

372.5 Okehampton Carnival Committee
No report.

372.6 Okehampton Hospital/North Devon Health Initiative
The questionnaire had attracted over 800 responses. Information had been collated and
would be shared.

372.7 Transition Town Okehampton
A recent Repair Café had been held and information gathering for projects was ongoing.

PART TWO — CONFIDENTIAL

373. On the proposition of Clir Cummings, seconded ClIr Leech it was RESOLVED that
under section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 that the public and
press be excluded from the meeting for the following items which are CONFIDENTIAL by
virtue of relating to legal and/or commercial matters, staffing and/or the financial or business
affairs of a person or persons other than the Council.

374. Lower Market Hall, First Floor Office

No interest in the property had been received to date. Alternative potential opportunities for
use of the premises, including as a Library of Things, storage and a meeting space for
Councillors were noted.

On the proposition of CliIr Yelland, seconded Clir Colman it was RESOLVED the Council
continue to advertise the space for rent and if in May/June 2026 there had been no interest
to promote it through an Estate Agent.

375. Caretaking and Cleaning Requirements
An update was provided by the Clerk.

376. Window Replacement and Repair Work
The pre-app advice received and quotation for work necessary to meet the planning
application requirements was considered. Further quotations to be sought.

On the proposition of CliIr Tolley, seconded ClIr Colman, it was RESOLVED to exit Part 2
and ratify decisions made therein. The meeting was closed at 8.30pm

Councillor Bird, Committee Chairman
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